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What will we 
do today? 

• We’ll briefly summarize 
what we know the 
economic impacts of 
climbers across the 
nation.

• We’ll explore what we 
know about 
environmental impact 
issues and what 
climbers can do about 
them. 



Economic 
impact of 
outdoor 
recreation

• Outdoor recreation has a desirable impact on our 
economy.
• Outdoor Industry Association (2017) estimated the 

US economic impact of outdoor recreation at $887 
billion. 

• OIA estimated climbing represented $12.4 billion of 
that figure.  

• 2020 OIA estimates saw this decline to $689 billion 
even as more people entered the backcountry for the 
first time. 



What do we know?• Nov 2022: Lander, WY:
$4.5 mil  Maples and associates

• June 2021: Red River Gorge: 
$8.7 mil    Maples and Bradley

• March 2021: Bishop, CA 
$13.9 mil  Maples and associates

• Jan 2019: NRG, WV 
$12.1 mil  Maples and associates

• Nov 2018: GMUG, CO 
$6.2 mil     Maples and Bradley

• Nov 2018: CGNF MT 
$2.6 mil     Maples and Bradley

• August 2017: NPNF, NC 
$13.9 mil   Maples and Bradley

• May 2016: Chattanooga, TN 
$6.9 mil    Bailey and associates

• Mar 2016: Red River Gorge  
$3.8 mil   Maples and associates

We now have 
studies 

underway in 
TN and TX!



Impacts explained
• Climbers create jobs

• Generally, these jobs are in the 
tourism and dining industries, so 
their impacts are largely in the 
unskilled markets

• Climbers are well-educated
• In all studies, most respondents have 

bachelor or graduate degrees.
• Climbers can create jobs and initiatives

• Entrepreneurs and self-employed 
respondents are common

• Place attachment to crags leads to 
social change

• Climbers present an alternative to 
extractive industries in rural areas
• Access often costs nothing but 

creates millions in expenditures with 
minimal environmental costs

• We can control those costs, too!



Climbers create impacts.
You scrape plants, 
compact trails and crag 
bases, change the Ph of 
the rock, and leave behind 
permanent pro.

But…
All activities create 
impacts. Can climbing be 
less impactful?

-We have work showing 
we can control most 
climbing impacts. 

-We’re working on 
innovative ways to 
address shortcomings.



Maples and associates (2022): 
• We’ve created the LNTRCM to help 

LCOs measure their impacts and 
identify problem areas at no cost 

• Fyi, you struggle with:
• Toilet paper
• Chalk
• Wall life

• We have evidence that females know 
LNT better than others and score 
better on problem areas. 

Maples, Bradley, and Sharp 
(under review)
• We’ve replicated the above findings 

in the Red.
• We have evidence that signing the 

Climber’s Pact=more LNT 
knowledge.

• We have evidence that climbers will 
accept LNT knowledge from other 
climbers better than most options. 

Other studies are underway to explore 
this and to establish climbing best 
practices for your visit. 



Did you know that a proposed dam 
in the 60s could have erased the 

Red’s climbing history?

Ever wonder what the Red’s earliest 
climbing routes are and who 

established them?

Want to hear the story of how they 
almost closed the entire Red to 

climbing in the 90s? 

Curious exactly why they closed that 
section of Military Wall? 

Would you like to know the earliest 
history of the RRGCC and why it 

exists? 



Sign the 
Climber’s Pact 
and take care 
of this 
amazing gift 
nature has 
provided us.

Climbers 
rock!


