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October 7, 2016 

Secretary Jewell 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC 20240 

 

 

Dear Secretary Jewell; 

 

  We have been meeting with leaders of the climbing community over the past year and 

have consistently been taken by the commonality of interest between the climbers and the 

Coalition.  We have found them to be people whose values we respect, a group that we are 

comfortable working with in a productive and collegial way. 

  Beginning in late 2015, we began having one-on-one and small-group meetings with 

representatives of the climbing community.  One of them took place on overflights of the Bears 

Ears region, with the overflights being provided by a nonprofit organization.  Leaders from the 

climbers and the Coalition had many discussions that day, with both sides coming away feeling a 

strong sense of common cause.  

  We then arranged a larger and more expansive meeting on September 1 in Moab to work 

through issues concerning Bears Ears.  Four representatives of the Coalition were present.  

Approximately 25 members of the climbing community attended, including two members of 

national organizations with the largest number of participants coming from the Moab area.  It 

was a spirited evening, with many people making extended comments. The climbers expressed 

strong support for the tribal position and we definitely felt support for theirs.  Many of the 

climbers made lengthy and powerful statements about their respect for the natural world and for 

tribal cultural values. They even acknowledged that many cliff dwellings are located in areas 
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where it is obvious that the Native Americans were the first rock climbers in the region!  We 

were left with no doubts about their sincerity.  

We believe that the climbers will be committed and effective advocates for good land-use 

policies and practices in the Bears Ears National Monument.  In particular, we believe that 

climbing should properly be included in the presidential proclamation as a legitimate use of 

monument lands; climbing has never been mentioned in a proclamation to date but we believe it 

would be appropriate here.  In addition, both the climbers and the Coalition believe that the 

three-year management plan to be developed at Bears Ears should include standards establishing 

best climbing practices at the proposed national monument, which holds so many premier 

climbing areas.  It is our belief that, in the process of developing climbing procedures in the 

three-year management plan, the views of the climbing community should be given considerable 

deference, since they have such long and intimate knowledge of the climbing areas and practices. 

 Thank you for your courtesy. 

 

 Sincerely,        

 
 

Cc: Michael Degnan, Christie Goldfuss, Nikki Buffa, Robert Bonnie, Leslie Jones, Larry 

Roberts, Neil Kornze, and Jon Jarvis 


